
A CANDIDACY TO THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 
SAFEGUARDING OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE – BRAZIL’s CASE



National Registered Cultural Assets and UNESCO Inscribed Cultural Assets (*) until January 2012 

- Craft of  the female pot makers from Goiabeiras;
- Kusiwa - The Oral and Graphic Expressions of  the Wajãpi native tribe*;
 - Círio de Nazaré Procession;
- Samba de Roda at Recôncavo Baiano*;
- Way of  producing Viola-de-Cocho;
- Craft of  Bahia’s women Acarajé makers;
- The Jongo traditional music and dance in the southeast region of  Brazil;
- Iauaretê Waterfall - Sacred place of  the indigenous people from the Uaupés and Papuri Rivers, in Amazonas;
- Frevo musical, choreographic and poetic traditional expressions; 
- Tambor de Crioula drumming music, songs and dance expressions; 
- Traditional forms of  Samba in Rio de Janeiro city: partido-alto, samba de terreiro and samba-enredo;
- Traditional Minas cheese manufacture in Minas Gerais state;
- Roda de Capoeira;
- Craft of  the Capoeira masters;
- Way of  Producing Irish Lace in Divina Pastora, State of  Sergipe;
- The Minas Gerais Bell’s Ringing;
- The Bell Ringers Craft;
- The Holy Spirit Festivity in Pirenopólis;
- The Yaokwa Ritual of  the Enawene Nawe Indigenous People;
- The Traditional Agricultural System of  Rio Negro;
- The Festivity of  Sant’Ana in Caicó, State of  Rio Grande do Norte;
- The Bumba-meu-boi Cultural Complex in Maranhão;
- Knowledge and Practices associated with the Way of  Producing the Karajá Dolls;
- Ritxòkò: Artistic and Cosmological Expression of  the Karajá Indigenous People;



Brazil has invested its best efforts in 
effectively managing its intangible 
cultural heritage and in implementing 
the Convention for the Safeguarding 
of  Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003 
Convention) at the national level. Some 
of  the country’s best practices have been 
recognized by UNESCO and occasionally 
replicated in the region. At the international 
level, different safeguarding initiatives have 
also counted on Brazil’s full support.  
Compliance with the 2003 Convention, 
geared at the identification, registration, 
support and promotion of  intangible 
heritage, has also driven Brazil to allot 
financial resources to the organization 
of  activities aimed at fostering and/or 
strengthening bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation. Furthermore, Brazil convened 
a number of  expert meetings for the 
establishment of  local and regional 
capacity-building and knowledge-sharing 
strategies for the identification, mapping, 
registration, management and promotion 
of  intangible cultural heritage. The recent 
creation of  the Lucio Costa Centre, a 

UNESCO category II centre in Rio de 
Janeiro for cultural heritage management 
training, reinforces our actions in this field. 
The objective of  the Lucio Costa Centre 
is to build capacities for cultural heritage 
management in South American countries 
and Spanish and Portuguese-speaking 
countries in other regions, as well as to 
act as a reference centre for education, 
research, training, and networking through 
courses, projects and programmes.
With these credentials, Brazil presents 
its candidacy to the Intergovernmental 
Committee for the Safeguarding of  
Intangible Cultural Heritage of  UNESCO. 
Brazil hopes to deserve the endorsement 
all State Parties to its aspiration to a seat 
on the Committee and pledges to continue 
committed to the goals of  the 2003 
Convention.

 
 
The Brazilian Delegation* 

* The Brazilian delegation, headed by Mr Luiz Fernando de Almeida, 
Chairman of  the National Historical and Artistic Heritage Institute 
- Iphan, includes Ms Celia Corsino, Director of  the Department of  
Intangible Heritage, Mr Marcelo Brito, International Affairs Advisor, and 
other IPHAN members.
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