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Brief Synthesis

The exceptional ensemble of landscape, urbanism and architecture found in the Historic
Centre of the Town of Olinda is an eloquent reflection of the prosperity nourished by the
sugar economy. Founded in 1535 on hillsides overlooking the Atlantic Ocean on Brazil’s
northeast coast, close to the isthmus of Recife where its port is situated, Olinda served from
the last years of the 16th century onward as one of the most important centres of the
sugarcane industry, which for almost two centuries was the mainstay of the Brazilian
economy. This former capital of the Portuguese administrative division (capitania) of
Pernambuco became the symbol of sugar and of the wealth it procured. Its historic centre
today is marked by a number of architecturally outstanding buildings set in the lush
vegetation of gardens, hedgerows and convent precincts, a mass of greenery bathed in
tropical light with the sandy shore and ocean below.

Rebuilt by the Portuguese after being looted and burned by the Dutch, Olinda’s existing
historic fabric dates largely from the 18th century, although it incorporates some older
monuments such as the 16th-century church of Sao Joao Batista dos Militares. Olinda became a
remarkable nucleus, first as an economic, architectural and artistic centre, and later as a
centre for the renewal of ideas. The harmonious balance between its buildings, gardens,
convents, numerous small passos (chapels) and about twenty baroque churches all contribute
to the Historic Centre of the Town of Olinda’s particular charm. It is dominated by the
Catedral Alto da Sé, the former Jesuit church and college (now the church of Nossa Senhora da
Graga), the Paldcio Episcopal, the Misericirdia church, the convents of the Franciscans,
Carmelites and Benedictines, and various public buildings ranging from the 17th to 19th
centuries. The studied refinement of the decor of these architectural works contrasts with
the charming simplicity of the houses, many of which are painted in vivid colours or faced
with ceramic tiles. All are located in an informal web of streets and alleyways and set within a
lush tropical forest landscape overlooking the ocean that differentiates this town and gives it
its unique character.

Criteria

Criterion (i1)

The historic centre of Olinda contains a number of buildings that are outstanding from the
point of view of both their architecture and decoration, including the Catedral Alto da S¢, the
church of Nossa Senhora da Graga and examples of civil architecture ranging from the 17th to
19th centuries. The lush vegetation of the roadsides, gardens, hedgerows and convent
precincts all form a landscape in which the salient feature is the town nestling in a mass of
greenery, bathed in tropical light, with the sandy shore and ocean below.'



Criterion (iv)

From the last years of the 16th century onward, Olinda served as one of the most important
centres of the sugarcane industry,” which for almost two centuries was the mainstay of the
Brazilian economy,” and became the symbol of sugar and of the wealth it procured.® The
exceptional ensemble of landscape, urbanism and architecture’ in Olinda’s historic centre is
an eloquent reflection of the prosperity nourished by the sugar economy.

Integrity and Authenticity

Integrity

Within the boundaries of the Historic Centre of the Town of Olinda are located all the
elements necessary to express its Outstanding Universal Value, including its grand churches
erected on the hilltops, imposing multi-storey structures and network of houses within a
tree-covered landscape laid over an urban fabric delightfully moulded to the contours of the
topography. The town’s 920-ha historic centre is of sufficient size to adequately ensure the
complete representation of the features and processes that convey the property’s
significance. The Historic Centre of the Town of Olinda does not suffer from adverse
effects of development and/or neglect. Continued controls on the possible negative effects
of urban development have been effectively maintained.

Authenticity

The Historic Centre of the Town of Olinda has a high degree of authenticity in terms of
location and setting, forms and designs, and materials and substances. Its historical location
and design, the materials employed in its construction and the predominance of its original
residential character are reaffirmed in the oldest surviving document on Olinda, the Foral
Charter (Carta Foral), which includes the city’s first “master plan,” and in Dutch cartography
and the engravings of Frans Post (17th century). Its defining attributes remain fully intact,
having been preserved in their essence and constituting an intelligible unit, whether taken as
a whole or separately.

The authenticity of the property has been threatened by processes that have destabilised the
hill slopes, including the centuries-long slow movement of the slopes, which has affected
foundations and caused cracks in buildings; and, in recent years, rising water levels in the soil
coupled with a poor or non-existent rainwater and sewage drainage system, the removal of
vegetation, and the creation of unstable embankments and cuts for housing construction.’

Management and Protection

The Historic Centre of the Town of Olinda is protected by instruments enacted through a
seties of specific standards and laws: Decree-Law 75/1968 designating the Historical Site of
Olinda as a Brazilian cultural heritage site, implemented by the federal government through
the Instituto do Patriménio Historico e Artistico Nacional (National Institute of Historical and
Artistic Heritage — IPHAN); Federal Notification 1155/1979, delimiting the protected site
and surrounding areas; and the Sistewa Municipal de Preservagao (Municipal Preservation
System), created by means of Municipal Law No. 4119/1979 and consisting of a



Foundation, Council (composed of representatives of the municipal, state and federal
governments) and Preservation Trust Fund.” National Monument designation was conferred
by the state in 1980, with a view to protecting the site’s physical assets in recognition of its
history, art and landscape.

Various administrative and management instruments include a revised federal standard
governing the preservation of heritage sites, issued in 1985; a municipal historic preservation
law, drafted in 1992; and a review of the Municipal Preservation System, undertaken in 2010.
Over the last decade, the Monumenta Program and IPHAN have undertaken urban
renovation measures on a broad scale and facilitated the allocation of public funding to
private properties for the purpose of preserving and restoring historical housing structures.
More recently, the Plano de A¢io para as Cidades Historicas (Action Plan for Historic Cities,
launched by IPHAN in 2009, involves federal and state institutions to support the
development, restoration and revitalization of historic cities in the country,8 among them the
Historic Centre of the Town of Olinda. The 202? Plano de Reabilitagio para Area Central do Sitio
Histdrico de Olinda (Rehabilitation Plan for the Central Area of the Historic Site of Olinda)
aims to r°?

Sustaining the Outstanding Universal Value of the property over time will require developing
strategies and actions based on scientific analysis to eliminate or mitigate the processes that
have destabilised the hill slopes; maintaining effective controls on the possible negative
effects of urban development; and establishing monitoring indicators related to these and
other future interventions, to ensure that such interventions do not have a negative impact
on the Outstanding Universal Value, authenticity and integrity of the property.

' 1982 nomination, p. 2 (English version).

21982 nomination, p. 2 (French version) : « Olinda fut, depuis les derniéres années du XVI°, I'un des
centres le plus importants du cycle de la canne-a-sucre. »

6.2 L’agro-industrie de la canne a sucre au Brésil,” BIOETANOL DE CANA-DE-ACUCAR, Energia para o
Desenvolvimento Sustentavel, http://www.bioetanoldecana.org/fr/download/cap6.pdf, p. 168.

#1982 nomination, p. 4 (English version).

> 1982 nomination, p. 3 (French version) : « [...] Olinda constitue un ensemble au paysage, a I'urbanisme
et a I'architecture exceptionnels [...] »

® Plano de Reabilitago Para Area Central do Sitio Histérico de Olinda [Rehablitation Plan for the Central
Area of the Historic Site of Olinda],
http://www.cidades.gov.br/images/stories/ArquivosSNPU/Biblioteca/ReabilitacaoAreasUrbanas/Olinda_P
lano_Reabilitacao Area Central Sitio Historico.pdf, accessed 14 November 2012: “Ha séculos, o
Patrimonio Histdrico e Arquitetdnico de Olinda tem sido ameacado pelos movimentos lentos das encostas
gue afetam as fundagdes e provocam trincas variadas e tendenciosas nas construgdes proximas as
encostas. Nos ultimos anos, a elevagédo do nivel d’agua no solo aliado ao precario ou inexistente sistema
de drenagem de aguas pluviais e de coleta de esgotos, a remogao da vegetagao, a execugao de cortes e
aterros instaveis para construgdo de moradias, vém contribuindo para o desencadeamento de processos
de instabilizagdo das encostas.”

7 Some details are from Virginia Pontual et al., “Challenges at the Interface of Interpretation on the
Conservation of Cultural Heritage: The Case of the Isthmus of Olinda and Recife — Brasil,” Texto Para
Discussdo V. 22, Série 3 — |dentificagdo Do Patrimonio Cultural, Centro de Estudos Avancados da
Conservagao Integrada, Olinda, 2007,
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&qg=0linda%20sphan%209%2F04%2F1968&source=web&cd=1&cad=
rja&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ceci-br.org%2Fceci%2Fbr%2Finformacao%2Facervo-
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para-download%2Fcategory%2F2-cursos.html|%3Fdownload%3D19%253Atexto-discusso-
22&ei=KQGIUJgNCsTG2wXE8YDoBw&usg=AFQjCNE2BlkcJeVnnRC38wnXeW-Q8VDerg.

& “Plano de acdo da cidade histdrica serd debatido em Olinda,” Globo.com, 13/06/2110, accessed 14
November 2012: “O PAC Cidades Histdricas envolve instituicdes federais e estaduais para apoiar o
desenvolvimento, a recuperagdo e a revitalizagdo das cidades histéricas do pais ...”



